AVHRR NDVI Anomaly Maps

1. Overview

15-day, maximum-value composite (semimonthly), normalized difference vegetation index (NDVI) data, and NDVI anomaly images, are received from NASA/GSFC (Goddard Space Flight Center) GIMMS (Global Inventory Monitoring and Modeling Studies) Group.  The anomaly images are based on 20-year semimonthly means (1982-2001).

NDVI is a measure of “greenness” and reflects the density of chlorophyll contained in terrestrial vegetative cover.  NDVI is defined as (NIR – RED) / (NIR + RED) where NIR is the near-infrared band and RED is the visible-red band.  Areas where current-dekad NDVI is higher than the 20-year mean are shown in shades of green; areas where current-dekad NDVI is lower than the 20-year mean are shown in shades of red.

2. NDVI Anomaly Images

Image size:  2000 rows x 1250 columns

Bits per pixel: 16 

Count Value Range: [-1000 to 1000], cloud flag = -1002, missing data flag = -1003

Conversion to NDVI Units: NDVI = count/1000

Projection: Albers Equal Area

